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Airman-Seabee builds bonds in Panama

by Louis A. Arana-Barradas ' -
photo by Master Sgt. Lono Kollars

Capt. Star Longo has reason to smile. He commands a constructioﬁm uwe Ieﬂ 9 gl'eal Ill'oiecl here. Capt. Star Longo "

Navy Seabees, travels to distant lands and gets to make people -happ'gf_. — 4 Civil Engineer
He did all that in the three months his team spent building a Ly | did what Seabees do best — U.S. Naval Construction Battalion 40,
community center in tiny Llano de Piedra, Panama. The team was part of the . left quality in place. Port Hueneme, Callif. )
400-member Joint Task Force Armadillo,.in the country on a ULS. Southern )
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“Ilove this work,” Said the Air Force civil engincer —and surfer. He fjoined” === = completely SUCCESSTul MISSION.”  romciown: beavtort, s.C.
- the Navy on a two-year exchange program and learnéamgw'gqﬁags;dpj‘m - L o)
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-~ Theworkin Panama turned into alabor of love Wheﬁiﬁg.,-&r.ew befriended
e R T peop&'e they’d'come to help. Each'day, the one-road town welcomed the
e team. Children shouted greetings+in English, learned from their new American
friends. Over lynchg%jé':.gf rice and chicken — or iguana tail — t_lge-AmgT{égns and
- Panamanians built a s'fro_g_g_bond. %
- W— .“’Fhéxpepmere made this the'best job I've worked on,” he said.\#
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